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Rated 4.0/5 based on 1403 customer reviewsThe beekeepers of Yemen
Written by Jethro Taussig, project coordinator, Euro-Mediterranean Human
Rights Monitor February 4, 2016 (Photo: Jethro Taussig, project coordinator,
Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Monitor) A group of 83 beekeepers who
depend on honey and beeswax for their livelihoods and to support their
families, started the process to file an appeal against the laws of Saudi
Arabia, which has been strangling their activities. Their appeal is important
because it exposes the link between food and fuel in Yemen. According to
testimony received from the local beekeepers, the income from honey has
declined to 50% of that recorded seven years ago. More than 1000 hectares
of bee fields were lost in the past five years, and after years of pesticides and
insecticides usage, beekeepers are having serious health and environmental
problems. The beekeepers claim that the authorities are using bee stealing
and illegal burning for heating to destroy beehives. They are also in
possession of documents reporting that officials stole the honey andbeeswax
of 83 local beekeepers in the second half of 2015. The Local Development
and Environment Service took away the beekeepers’ papers to see if they
were in conflict with the current policy on bees, the authorities did not even
return the papers. A beekeeper explained that: “All the beekeeping activities
are conducted in a closed farm, and we are not allowed to go out of the farm
or enter outside the farm; we are deprived from everything and our activities
are under constant and permanent surveillance. We are afraid that if we go
out for collecting bee wax we will be forced to give up our license. We are
also afraid if we enter a place outside the farm, the damage will be done to
the beehives.” “The bee farming is a very important source of employment
for us and supporting the family. We have to drive more than 100 kilometers
to get honey and wax from the nearby farms, and then it is transported to
the seaport. After this process, we have to wait for months to get our
products. We have to carry heavy products for 20 kilometres in order to
exchange money for our products. “ We have to wait months in order to get
the products, “I cannot continue my work as a beekeeper if I have to go out
without having any
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