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patent law as it stands today is great because it is clear and protects against others perpetuating the ideas of
the inventors. unfortunately, in such an environment, the patenting of an idea can only be done on the basis of
utility and invention. perhaps this is what happens with all inventions. however, in my experience, the ability to
discern the difference between an invention and trivial ideas can be a difficult skill to acquire, so it is important

that we do not condemn those without formal training in patent law. if you are reviewing your own patent
applications, you should keep this in mind. in the united kingdom, you must maintain a copy of the application
in the united kingdom patent office. and you should keep an original and a copy of all of your applications in

any other jurisdiction. this can protect against problems in the future. finally, the issue of waiver highlights an
important conclusion: a patent will not be granted in any jurisdiction except for those who have the proper

education and training in the field. none of this is to be confused with the ability of an inventor to invent. the
united states patent and trademark office has recently considered a request for re-examination of the ’522

patent under the leahy-smith america invents act. in response to the request for re-examination, a request for
an office action was issued to assess the prior art for the ’522 patent. the notice of request for re-examination

sent to the ’522 patent owner appears to have been posted on the website
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/jurisdiction/foreign/jurisdictional-matters.jsp . in the usptos notice for re-

examination, the office stated that based on the information provided, the ’522 patent is no longer entitled to
patent-effective protection in the united states due to an inability to show that it is new and useful, and is not
obvious within the meaning of 35 u.s.c. §101. the ’522 patent is directed to a device that is configured to allow
an operator to transmit signals through the crown of a helmet, and transmit the signals to the outside of the

helmet using simple radio transmitters. in the ’522 patent, a helmet is modified to include transmitter/receiver
and antenna coil elements. in the unpatented embodiment of the invention, two earpieces are also

incorporated in the helmet, each earpiece having a transmitter/receiver. during use, the operator would select
two separate transmitters corresponding to each earpiece. upon transmission of the corresponding signals, the

earpieces connected to the transmitters would be directed toward the ears of the operator. in the patented
embodiment, the helmet has a single transmitter incorporated into the helmet's crown. 5ec8ef588b
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